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A House Divided
1 0 T H  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E  •  Y E A R  B

GOSPEL
Mark 3:20-35

Jesus went home with his disciples, and such a crowd 
collected that they could not even have a meal. When 
his relatives heard of this, they set out to take charge 
of him, convinced he was out of his mind.

The scribes who had come down from Jerusalem 
were saying, ‘Beelzebul is in him,’ and, ‘It is through 
the prince of devils that he casts devils out.’ So he 
called them to him and spoke to them in parables, 
‘How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is 
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot last. And 
if a household is divided against itself, that household 
can never stand. Now if Satan has rebelled against 
himself and is divided, he cannot stand either - it is 
the end of him. But no one can make his way into a 
strong man’s house and burgle his property unless 
he has tied up the strong man first. Only then can he 
burgle his house.

‘I tell you solemnly, all men’s sins will be forgiven, 
and all their blasphemies; but let anyone blaspheme 
against the Holy Spirit and he will never have 
forgiveness: he is guilty of an eternal sin.’ This was 
because they were saying, ‘An unclean spirit is in him.’

His mother and brothers now arrived and, standing 
outside, sent in a message asking for him. A crowd 
was sitting round him at the time the message was 
passed to him, ‘Your mother and brothers and sisters 
are outside asking for you.’ He replied, ‘Who are my 
mother and my brothers?’ And looking round at those 
sitting in a circle about him, he said, ‘Here are my 
mother and my brothers. Anyone who does the will of 
God, that person is my brother and sister and mother.’

No homily was available for the  
10th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)
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PRAYER

Spend some time in prayer with one another:

1. Conscious of what has just been shared, members 
briefly name/ describe their prayer needs.

2. Intentionally call on the Holy Spirit to be present (e.g. 
“Come Holy Spirit, please be present as we pray”)

3. Offer prayers of thanks and praise to God.

4. Pray for each others’ prayer needs. Where 
appropriate, you may like to encourage the group to 
place a hand on the shoulder of the individual that 
you are currently praying for.

5. Conclude your prayer time with another prayer of 
praise, perhaps praying the ‘Glory Be’.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

What stood out to you from the Gospel?

Head: In what ways might we, as individuals, 
be a "house divided"? How might things not 
of God get access to our mind and heart?

Heart: If you arrived to see Jesus, like his 
mother and brothers, how do you think Jesus 
would refer to you?

Hands: If our lives are a like a house, what 
are some practical ways we could "spring 
clean" this week?




